Map dynamic ranges versus duration of hearing loss in cochlear implantees.
In order to assess the relationship of factors such as age, cause of deafness, use of hearing aids, duration of hearing loss, and age at onset of hearing loss, with the size of map dynamic ranges (DRs), 34 postlingually and 8 prelingually deaf users of the Nucleus cochlear implant system were analyzed according to the sizes of map DRs. Lack of auditory stimulation for a longer period than 10 years might be one of the most important factors associated with a reduced map DR. Use of hearing aids was associated with larger map DRs. Small map DRs were found across a range of age, age at onset, and duration of hearing loss. Cause of deafness did not appear to be related to map DRs.